
Tips from the elementary world language 
classroom

CCFLT Spring Conference Loveland, Colorado

Yesenia Pérez: Cottonwood Plains Elementary Loveland,CO yesenia.perez@thompsonschools.org

Andrea Boyd : Cottonwood Plains Elementary Loveland, CO andrea.boyd@thompsonschools.org  

Ida Weber: Truscott Elementary Loveland, CO ida.weber@thompsonschools.org

Leticia Gronlund: Truscott Elementary Loveland, CO  leticia.gronlund@thompsonschools.org

mailto:yesenia.perez@thompsonschools.org
mailto:andrea.boyd@thompsonschools.org
mailto:ida.weber@thompsonschools.org
mailto:leticia.gronlund@thompsonschools.org


Time to network...
Who you are in 3 minutes

Talk to a person you don’t know and share:

1. Your name
2. Where you teach (if you do)
3. What levels you teach and the frequency
4. What you had for breakfast this morning
5. What you are passionate about



@CCFLTspring2017

@langchat

@earlylang

@suarez712002



Classroom management -Part 1
❏ Routines

❏ Procedures

❏ Classroom jobs

❏ Class dojo

❏ Groups: letters, colors, shapes, animals, 

flavors…..

https://www.classdojo.com/
https://www.classdojo.com/


Classroom management -Part 2
❏ Groups/Seating Charts

❏ Quiet Signal

❏ Raise your hand (PLEASE!!!)

❏ Bathroom policy (passes, frequency)

❏ Plan, plan, plan (Teach to different 

audience)



Classroom management -Part 3
❏ Early finishers

❏ Stations

❏ Students doing different things

❏ Brain Breaks

❏ Always have songs, poems, that students can 

sing, say during transitions.



Classroom management -Part 4
❏ Leave everything ready the day before

❏ Model, model, model (Yes 3 times at least!)

❏ Observe other teachers ask for help!

❏ Have an administrator, colleague observe your 

most challenging class



Top resources
❏ Mi mundo en palabras

❏ Calico Spanish

❏ Spanish Playground

❏ Creative Language Class

❏ Real language right away

❏ Mi Vida Loca

❏ Rockalingua

❏ Zambombazo

❏ Tecla

❏ Mundo de Pepita

http://cvc.cervantes.es/ensenanza/mimundo/
http://cvc.cervantes.es/ensenanza/mimundo/
https://www.youtube.com/user/kidsimmersion
https://www.youtube.com/user/kidsimmersion
https://www.youtube.com/user/kidsimmersion
https://www.youtube.com/user/kidsimmersion
https://www.youtube.com/user/kidsimmersion
http://www.spanishplayground.net/
http://www.spanishplayground.net/
http://www.spanishplayground.net/
http://www.creativelanguageclass.com/
http://www.reallanguagerightaway.com/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/languages/spanish/mividaloca/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/languages/spanish/mividaloca/
https://rockalingua.com/
https://rockalingua.com/
http://zachary-jones.com/zambombazo/
http://zachary-jones.com/zambombazo/
http://www.mecd.gob.es/consejerias-exteriores/dms/consejerias-exteriores/reino-unido/tecla/Indices/-ndiceMaterias2/%C3%8DndiceMaterias2.pdf
http://www.mecd.gob.es/consejerias-exteriores/dms/consejerias-exteriores/reino-unido/tecla/Indices/-ndiceMaterias2/%C3%8DndiceMaterias2.pdf
http://www.mecd.gob.es/consejerias-exteriores/dms/consejerias-exteriores/reino-unido/tecla/Indices/-ndiceMaterias2/%C3%8DndiceMaterias2.pdf
http://elmundodepepita.blogspot.com/
http://elmundodepepita.blogspot.com/


Music



Some examples

Pic of class
Pic 

classroom jobs

Pic of bathroom passes
Pic of culture 

lesson

Pic of baskets (1A 1B)
Three Kings

Pics and videos from 
ToniDescriptions



Some examples



Let’s read a Spanish 
story \Clic clac moo
Prepare pictures for:

★ Vocabulary
★ Characters
★ Setting
★ Prompts for this story, 

typewrite,animals,barn, 
farmer

★ games



Examples 



Spanish Resources
Spanish Language E-Books and More for Emerging Readers

● Cuentos Interactivos
● BookFlix StoryPlace
● TumbleBooks (subscription or available through your school or 

local library)
● WiggleWorks (grades preK-3; subscription or available through 

your school
● Primera Escuela
● Print and Practice at the Literacy Center
● Bilingual Planet
● Mama Lisa’s World – International Music & Culture

 

 
 

 
  

 

Apps for Kids / All Ages
● Learn Spanish by MindSnacks
● Cricket Kids: Opposites
● Sound Touch
● Spanish A:Z

Spanish Language Theater
● Spanish Readers Theater: Huevos Verdes con Jamón
● Spanish Reader’s Theater: La Gallinita Roja
● More Spanish Readers Theater at Teachers Pay Teachers.com
● Obras de Teatro Infantil y Juvenil –
● Obras de Teatro Infantil

http://www.cuentosinteractivos.org/
http://www.cuentosinteractivos.org/
http://teacher.scholastic.com/products/bookflixfreetrial/
http://www.storyplace.org/sp/storyplace.asp
http://teacher.scholastic.com/products/bookflixfreetrial/
http://www.tumblebooks.com/
http://teacher.scholastic.com/products/wiggleworks/research.htm
http://primeraescuela.com/
http://primeraescuela.com/
http://www.literacycenter.net/print_practice/spanish-language-practice-printouts.php
http://www.literacycenter.net/print_practice/spanish-language-practice-printouts.php
http://www.bilingualplanet.com/
http://www.bilingualplanet.com/
http://www.mamalisa.com/
http://www.mamalisa.com/
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/learn-spanish-by-mindsnacks/id385497068?mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/learn-spanish-by-mindsnacks/id385497068?mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/cricket-kids-opposites/id770608549?mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/cricket-kids-opposites/id770608549?mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/sound-touch/id348094440?mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/sound-touch/id348094440?mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/spanish-a-z/id482952972?mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/spanish-a-z/id482952972?mt=8
http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Spanish-Readers-Theater-Huevos-verdes-con-jamon-296824
http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Spanish-Readers-Theater-Huevos-verdes-con-jamon-296824
http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Spanish-Readers-Theater-La-Gallinita-Roja-The-Little-Red-Hen-728477
http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Spanish-Readers-Theater-La-Gallinita-Roja-The-Little-Red-Hen-728477
http://pacomova.eresmas.net/paginas/teatro%20infantil.htm
http://pacomova.eresmas.net/paginas/teatro%20infantil.htm
http://home.coqui.net/sendero/drama.htm
http://home.coqui.net/sendero/drama.htm
http://pacomova.eresmas.net/paginas/teatro%20infantil.htm
http://pacomova.eresmas.net/paginas/teatro%20infantil.htm


Spanish Resources 2

● Curious George Juegos
● Leamos en Familia – Reading Is Fundamental
● Semillitas de Aprendzaje – Reading Is Fundamental
● The Literacy Center
● Mi Mundo en Palabras
● Super Saber
● PurposeGames – Spanish

Spanish Portals

123 TeachMe: Spanish for Kids

Online Free Spanish

Primary Spanish

Hello World Spanish

SpanishDict.com

http://pbskids.org/curiousgeorge/games/spanish.html
http://pbskids.org/curiousgeorge/games/spanish.html
http://pbskids.org/curiousgeorge/games/spanish.html
http://www.rif.org/kids/leer/es/leerhome.htm
http://www.rif.org/kids/leer/es/leerhome.htm
http://www.rif.org/kids/leer/es/leerhome.htm
http://www.rif.org/kids/leadingtoreading/es/leadingtoreading.htm
http://www.rif.org/kids/leadingtoreading/es/leadingtoreading.htm
http://www.rif.org/kids/leadingtoreading/es/leadingtoreading.htm
http://www.literacycenter.net/play_learn/spanish-language-games.php#
http://www.literacycenter.net/play_learn/spanish-language-games.php#
http://cvc.cervantes.es/ensenanza/mimundo/default.htm
http://cvc.cervantes.es/ensenanza/mimundo/default.htm
http://www.supersaber.com/
http://www.supersaber.com/
http://www.purposegames.com/games?t=1165&so=mp
http://www.purposegames.com/games?t=1165&so=mp
http://www.123teachme.com/learn_spanish/spanish_for_children
http://www.123teachme.com/learn_spanish/spanish_for_children
http://www.onlinefreespanish.com/
http://www.onlinefreespanish.com/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryspanish/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryspanish/
http://www.hello-world.com/Spanish
http://www.hello-world.com/Spanish
http://www.spanishdict.com
http://www.spanishdict.com


Leverage your Resources
● Combine your classroom resources to make the most of them.
● Use a counting song to teach one-to-one correspondence as well as 

the numbers in the target language.  As students sing along counting 
to ten, they stack interlocking blocks together.  When the song 
repeats, they take apart the blocks one by one.  They continue until 
the song ends.



● Use your environment to your best advantage. That classroom rug can 
be a teaching tool instead of just a gathering spot.

● Use it to teach colors. Play a song that teaches colors.  When the 
song reaches a particular color, the students who sit at that table 
color, get up to sit on the rug and have to sit on the matching color 
square. 

● Use it to teach masculine and feminine articles.  If the classroom 
rug has pictures with words, the girls have to find a spot that says 
“la”, and the boys have to sit on a square that says “el”.



Solo espaÑol, por favor!
Strategies to get your students speaking in the target language in 

the elementary classroom

!



Strategies #1: Model, model, and model some more

- Use target language ALL THE TIME

- Think out loud 

- Restate in the target language

- Student: Sra. Weber, my cat had babies!

- Sra. Weber: ¿Tu gata tuvo bebes? ¡Qué lindo, felicidades! 

> Do not correct, but say it correctly. 

- Full sentences 

- Sentence starters (see classroom routines)



Strategies #1: continues... 
- Don’t tell me, show me

- Become an actress/actor
- Gestures
- Point 
- Photos/Videos 

* The more they understand while you stay on the target language, 
the more comfortable they’ll feel to use the language.  

- I say, you say
- Teacher gives directions

> What are we going to do? How are we going to do it? 

- Students repeat directions



Strategies #2: Attention Grabbers 

Teacher

1, 2, 3, ojos a mi 

1, 2, 3, ya terminé, 
lápiz en la mesa…

Piernas cruzadas, manos 
dobladas…

Paleta de fresa 

Students

1, 2, 3, ojos a ti

Manos en la cabeza

Listos para escuchar 

Manos en la cabeza 



Strategies #3: Magic Words

Baño, por favor. ¿Puedo ir al baño?

Ayuda, por favor. Necesito ayuda, por favor.

Borrador, por favor. Necesito el borrador, por favor.

*Post them & make them visible, accessible & understandable.



Strategies #4: LEt the students do the talking 
- When a student doesn’t know what to say or do.

- When more than one student are not clear on the directions.

> Chicos, dígale a _________ que tenemos que hacer? 

> Clase, ¿qué es __________?  

> Clase, ¿qué dice si necesita ayuda? 



Strategies #5: Classroom Routines 
Choosing lunch

- ¿Qué vas a comer? 

Weather

- ¿Qué tiempo hace hoy? 
- Hoy hace…
- Hoy está… 

¿Cómo me siento?

- Hoy me siento…
- Hoy estoy… 



Strategies #6: Music & Poems

      Música Maestro! Poemas

La hoja es verde.

Verde es la oruga.

La iguana es verde

y también la lechuga.

Relevant & interesting to 
students!



Strategies 7: Celebrate!
->Caught you!

- Yo hablo español lanyard 

->Dojo Points

>Whole class to student 

>Teacher to student

>Teacher to class


